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Relay For Life of 

Central Bucks Middle Schools 
ñby Karen Smith 

 The Relay For Life of May 15, 2010 will surely go 
down as one of the best days in Central Bucks history, as 
our middle schools crossed the million dollar fundraising 
mark and celebrated their achievements on a stunning 
spring day. This year we were proud to host 3,126  of our 
middle school students, which is more than two thirds of our 
enrollment. Approximately 2,400 parents attended some 
part of the day as chaperones.  About 400 cancer survivors 
and caregivers were our honored guests. As of this writing, 
the 2010 fundraising total stands at $321,069. That brings 
the seven year total to $1,259,069....  shattering that million 
dollar mark! 

 
 Relay is a true CB community effort. Aside from the 
staff members who volunteer hundreds of hours of their 
time, many staff members attend as parent chaperones. In 
the cancer survivor group there are numerous CB staff 
members, CB students, and parents of CB students. There 
are also community members whose only real contact with 
our district is through this event. During the opening lap, I 
watched a senior couple slowly make their way around the 
track through the cheering students. The wife pushed her 
husband in his wheelchair, and he proudly wore his purple 
survivor t-shirt. 
  
 I saw this couple return to Relay hours later for the lu-
minaria ceremony. He carefully put his survivor t-shirt on 
over his oxford, and she helped him adjust his collar neatly 
and smooth his hair. It was not easy for them to get out of 
the car and into the wheelchair, and twice at that, but it was 
clear from their efforts that they were honored to be in-
cluded in this school event. 
 
 Over 100 high school students from our three Key 
Clubs volunteer at Relay and are a tremendous help to the 
committee. Because they have all attended Relay in the 
past, they are able to take charge of entire aspects of the 
day. They carried tents, cases of water, plants, boxes, cool-

ers, tables, 
chairs, pizza, 
tarps, games 
and anything 
else we asked 
them to. They 
folded lumi-
naria bags, 
added the 
sand, deliv-

ered the bags around the track and to the hill, arranged 
them, added the labels in alphabetical order and then lit all 
the candles. This process takes hours and they did it with 
limited guidance from adults. This year we spelled out 
ñThanks A Millionò in luminaria instead of HOPE and it was 
significantly more complicated. No problem for Key Club. 
The students stayed for hours, were all polite, respectful 
and beyond helpful. It is clear they have learned the true 
meaning of community service. They are an absolute joy to 
work with. 
 
 Of course we canôt get everyone to Tohickon at once 
easily, and so once again it was the CB transportation de-
partment to the rescue. Dispatcher Denise McNerney coor-

dinated the 15 buses that ran to the three remote parking 
lots from 8 am to 10:30 pm. The buses ran without a hitch, 
and this service is invaluable in maintaining the safety of 
the day by keeping traffic minimized. The custodial depart-
ment is also invaluable in keeping a clean and safe envi-
ronment. Under the direction of Tohickon head Custodian 
Bob Williams, hundreds of bags of trash were removed 
and the grounds were kept safe in spite of the large 
crowd. 
 

 But it is of course the students who light the day with the energy. Busy with their fundraising, and 
excited to be free to spend a day with their friends, they are simply happy. Discipline problems are few. 
The food vendor told me, ñThese are just nice kids...they all say please and thank you and are respect-
ful to us and each other.ò  It is of course the students who bring us the moments of Relay we will re-
member for a long time. Here are a couple of those moments.  
 
 A group of 9th grade students approached me. They looked a little nervous, and asked, "We 
were just wondering...are we going to write HOPE on the hill too?  The óthanks a millionô is nice, but 
hope is kind of sentimental for us.ò  I answered no, we were just planning this, and they all looked dis-
appointed. Then they asked, ñWell, OK, but just because we reached a million we aren't going to stop 
are we?" No students, we hope you never forget the lesson you have learned about helping others and 
we hope you never stop caring! 

 
 And then there was 7th grade Mikey. At the end of the day told Mrs. Furfari, one of the Tohickon 
teachers, "Mrs. Furfari, this was the best thing that ever happened to me." She said "I'm glad you liked 
it. And just think... you get to do it two more times!" Mikey just grinned. 
 
 Another fun moment with students came early in the morning with Relay For Life chairperson Bill 
Senavaitis, who is an English teacher at Tohickon. (Billôs extraordinary attention to detail and dedica-
tion make Relay what is is.)  Many families arrived early, even though they were instructed not to come 
until 8:30. By 8:10 a line 100 people deep stretched back from the gate. At 8:25 Bill strode over to the 
gate. ñHey, Mr. Senavaitis... let us in,ò called out some of the students. ñWhat time did I tell you ALL 
WEEK that you could get in?ò he answered. ñ8:30,ò they all cried out, laughing and smiling. ñBut come 
on, itôs almost 8:30.ò   ñNope, I said 8:30 and you can come in at 8:30,ò  he returned. They all laughed, 
and at 8:30, charged through the gate. At the end of the day, several other students walking back out 
through the gate said ñMr. Senavaitis, thank you for arranging all this. It was the best!ò 
 

 Finally, in recognition of the  
cumulative achievement this year, 
Mr. Senavaitis and I solicited busi-
ness sponsors to fund a fireworks 
show. The show was kept a secret 
from everyone except for a few 
key people.  At 9:15, when the 
first shaft of light shot through the 
sky, there was a collective gasp 
from the crowd. The show was  
choreographed to inspirational 
songs like ñYou lift me up, Sea-
sons of Love and What a wonder-
ful world.ò  The fireworks went off 
from the softball fields over the 

track and it was simply breathtaking. It was the perfect end to a perfect day.  
 
 Finally we must thank the parents, who gave their students guidance during this process and 
chaperoned the day.  It is clear that students have already learned the lesson we hoped they would 
learn from this community service project... that when you care, and work together, you can make a 
difference. In this case, a million dollar one! 

 
May 18 

Secondary Interim Progress 
Reports available via  
Parent Portal 

 
May 20 

South Choir Concert, 7:30 pm 
 
May 21 

East Phantasmagoria  
Coffeehouse, 7:30 pm 
South Senior Prom, 7:00 pm 
West Band Concert, 7:30 pm 

 
May 25 

School Board Meeting 
Ed. Services Center, 7:30 pm 
West Art Show, 8 am & 6 pm 
West Orch. Concert, 7:30 pm 

 
May 26 

South Orch. Concert,  
7:30 pm 
West Art Show, 8 am & 6 pm 

 
May 27 

West Art Show, 8 am & 6 pm 
West Choir Concert, 7:30 pm 

 
May 28 

No School for Students 
 
May 31 

School Holiday 
Memorial Day 

 
June 2 

East Orch. Concert, 7:30 pm 
 
June 3 

Awards Night at East, South 
and West, 7:00 pm 

 
June 4 

West Senior Prom, 7:00 pm 
 
June 5 

SAT Reasoning & Subject 
Tests at CB East for all three 
high schools, 8:00 am 
CB District Art Show at Mill 
Creek Elementary School,  
10 am - 4 pm 

 
June 6 

CB District Art Show at Mill 
Creek Elementary School,  
11 am - 3 pm 

 
June 8 

School Board Meeting 
Ed. Services Center, 7:30 pm 

 
June 12 

ACT Tests for all three high 
schools at CB South, 8:00 am 
 

June 18 
Last day of school for  
students 
Graduations: 

 CB East: 2:15 pm 
 CB West: 4:30 pm 
 CB South 6:30 pm 
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