
 Ho
lic

on
g 

Ha
pp

en
in

gs
 

Parent Conferences 

Parent conferences will be held on Monday, November 23 and Tuesday, November 24 from 12:30 until 

8:00 pm.  There will be no school on these days.  Parent conferences are  scheduled differently at Holi-

cong than in elementary schools.  Since there are a limited number of conference times available, not all 

parents are scheduled.  Academic teams of teachers and individual teachers will contact specific parents 

with whom they believe a student conference is necessary.  If a parent wishes to request a conference, 

he/she may contact the team leader or individual teacher after Monday, November 16. 

 

  

  Jason H. Bucher,  Principal     

Hilary J. Czaplicki, Asst. Principal                                                                   

Welcome Visitors 
The safety and security of everyone in the 

Holicong Middle School family is important 

to us.  Signs on our entrance doors remind 

visitors to report to the school office.  When 

visitors check in, a special visitor’s badge is 

issued.   

Senior Citizens’ Holiday Breakfast 

 
 As the smell of freshly baked quick breads 

wafts through the halls near room 141, we once again 

realize our winter senior citizens’ breakfast is quickly 

approaching. 

 

 Wednesday, December 9, will mark the day 

residents from seven area nursing homes will be wel-

comed to Holicong to enjoy this much-anticipated 

event.  We will also be welcoming district bus drivers, 

parent volunteers, and Holicong teachers. 

 

 Students in ninth-grade food and nutrition 

classes will treat our guests to a breakfast of cheese 

strata, fresh fruit, and holiday breads, all of which they 

will prepare themselves.  Bright green tablecloths and 

centerpieces will transform our cafeteria for this spe-

cial occasion. 

 

 Holicong’s music department will add to the 

ambience of the morning with selections by the choir 

and string quartet. 

 

 As we prepare with eager anticipation, we 

look forward to interacting with our community and 

bringing smiles to the faces of our guests. 

 

November/December  2009 

Holicong Middle School 

2900 Holicong Rd. 

Doylestown, PA  18902 

Phone” 267-893-2700 

Fax: 267-893-5816 

Please Call Us … 

 

If your child is going to be absent or miss-

ing more than one class period, please call 

the attendance line before 9:00 am and we 

will take your child’s name off the auto-

mated attendance calling list. 

My Child Has An Appointment During the Day 

 

If your child must leave for an appointment during the 

school day, please send the student with a note to bring 

to the main office during homeroom to receive a dis-

missal pass.  If you do not send a note, please call be-

fore you come. 



News From Our Health Office 
Direct Telephone #267-893-2740 

 

Staff:   

Donna Radice RN, BSN, M.Ed., Certified School Nurse & Kathy Simons, LPN—Staff Nurse 

 

Flu Season and Student Absences 

By now you have been inundated with information about the H1N1 and Seasonal flu.  I would like to share the following 

tips: 

 

 If your adolescent has a fever (100+ temp) and other symptoms—PLEASE KEEP YOUR CHILD HOME 

 Students should NOT RETURN TO SCHOOL UNTIL FEVER-FREE WITHOUT MEDICATION for 24 HOURS 

 The best way to keep the flu from spreading is to do the following: 

  Wash hands with soap and water frequently 

  Keep hands away from the face 

  Cough or sneeze into your elbow or tissue (If using a tissue—wash hands ASAP) 

  Strongly consider getting the seasonal flu shot (and H1N1, if available) 

 

PLEASE DO NOT SEND YOUR ADOLESCENT TO SCHOOL “just to take a test and then go home.”  Your teen will 

probably spread their illness to fellow students and staff members.  We all need to do our part to help protect the health 

and well-being of each other.  Several of our students, family members, and staff have medical issues that can be ad-

versely affected by developing the flu—this includes pregnancy and those who are immune-compromised (such as those 

fighting cancer).  We thank you for your help with this issue. 

 

Calling Home Due To Illness -  Please do not allow your adolescent to use a cell phone to call you to go home sick.  

Students are not allowed to use their cell phone during the school day.  They should come to the Health Office for an 

assessment.  WE NEVER REFUSE TO CALL PARENTS. 

 

School Dances and Canned Food Drive -  At our October and November school dances, we collected canned goods 

and non-perishable items to add to the Thanksgiving Baskets we prepare for families within our school community.  This 

is a tradition in which our Holicong family (students and staff) help prepare 15-20 holiday baskets.  We thank you for 

your support of this worthwhile project. 

 

Seventh grade dental exam reports and out of state new entrant physical and dental reports were due OCTOBER 

15th.  Thanks to those of you who have already sent these forms in to us.  We will be scheduling school dentals for those 

students who do not have dental insurance and/or the financial means to seek a private dental exam in early 2010. 

 

November - Great American Smoke Out Day 

Are you concerned about the media and peer pressure glamorizing smoking?  Do you think your adolescent is smoking?  

If yes to either of these questions - please contact Mrs. Radice for different brochures she can provide to help you talk to 

your adolescent.  Help us to share the message that smoking is bad for EVERYONE’S health.  Mrs. Radice can be 

reached at 267-893-2740 or dradice@cbsd.org. 

 

 

 

 



Team 7-0 Highlights 
 

Welcome to Team 7-0 

The members of the Team 7-0 teaching team welcome all students to 7th grade.  We are very excited about the many 

opportunities and experiences that we will share.  Listed below are a few of the highlights experienced by students on 

Team 7-0. 

 

Team 7-0:  We “do something” because we care! 

This year, we again embark on a mission to “do something” for the good of others.  Our focus is to aid those people in 

need.  During the month of December, students will prepare holiday gift baskets for the needy families who will be 

forced to spend their holidays at A Woman’s Place Shelter.  During the spring months, Team 7-0 students will partici-

pate in the “Do Something” Program.  Students will provide services, tasks, or chores for individuals, families, busi-

nesses, or organizations in return for agreed-upon donations. 

 

Team 7-0 Believes in Pinwheels for Peace 

In September, Team 7-0 students created and decorated pinwheels in celebration of the International Day of Peace.  On 

these pinwheels, students wrote their thoughts about war and peace, tolerance, and living in harmony with others.  Stu-

dents then “planted” their pinwheels on the Holicong grounds.  The spinning pinwheels in the wind spread thoughts and 

feelings about peace and harmony throughout the community! 

 

Medieval Times Dinner and Tournament 

On October 23, all Team 7-0 students traveled to Lyndhurst, New Jersey, and stepped back in time.  Students enjoyed 

amazing swordplay, spectacular horsemanship, medieval games of skill, and an authentic jousting tournament.  The stu-

dents will also join the King and Queen for a true Medieval Feast including roasted chicken, soup, potatoes, and a me-

dieval dessert. 

 

 

Team 8-1 Happenings 
 

As part of Team 8-2’s service learning project for the Ronald McDonald House, students will collect soda tabs and ink 

cartridges.  In an effort to get the school involved, canisters to collect soda tabs will be added to the recycling bins in the  

Cafeteria.  Please assist us in our efforts by collecting these two items at home and sending them in with your student. 

 

Advanced Social Studies students traveled to Philadelphia on October 16th to access the wealth of primary and secon-

dary resources of the Philadelphia Central Library.  Students in Advanced Social Studies will be using this information 

for their National History Day projects. 

 

 

Boomerang Award 
 

Each month, teachers, parents and students have the opportunity to nominate a student for the Boomerang Award.  The 

nominee must demonstrate the selected asset of the month.  The Holicong nominees are then reviewed at the district 

level.  One elementary, one middle, and one high school student in Central Bucks will be selected to receive a luncheon 

at Outback and have their picture in the paper.   

 

 



About Reading Olympics 
From www.bucksiu.org 

The Bucks County Reading Olympics inspires kids to become lifelong 
readers.  Since 1993, the Reading Olympics has been motivating students 
in Bucks County to read and discuss books.  The purpose of this event is 
to encourage children to read more than they currently do, to read a 
greater variety of books, and to enjoy the excitement of reading and talk-
ing about books.  The team format encourages students to share the chal-
lenge of reading the selection of books with their friends. 

 

The Reading Olympics competition is the culmination of the program that 
has teams of students reading books from a prepared list for several 
months prior to the final event.  Each team consists of 8 to 14 students 
who agree to read from groups of 45 books appropriate for their age and 
reading level. 

 

During the competition evening, all teams participate in three rounds of 
questioning.  Teams are never eliminated.  At the culmination of the event, 
all students receive a ribbon, determined by the number of points their 
team earned during the evening.  More than 600 volunteers work as mod-
erators, scorekeepers, and team leaders during the competition. 

And Speaking of Books … 

 

The Holicong Library welcomes book donations.  We look forward to adding donated fiction and 

non-fiction books into our collection.  If a given title is not a good fit for the Holicong Library, we 

will find it a home in another CBSD library or a public library.  No textbooks please.  Contact our 

librarian, Liz Fisher, if you have any questions.  efisher@cbsd.org 



From Our Athletic Office 

Debi McCusker   -  Athletic Assistant 

(267) 893-2730 or dmccusker@cbsd.org 

 

It is now time to get ready for winter sports.  In order to participate in winter sports athletes must have a completed PIAA Comprehen-

sive Initial Pre-Participation Physical Evaluation dated after 6/1/09, Athletic Department Eligibility Form, and an Emergency Contact 

Form. If the student has already participated in another sport during the same school year, the student will only have to complete an-

other Athletic Department Eligibility Form and Section 5 of the Physical and Emergency Contact Form.  If you answer yes to the question 

on the Athletic Department Eligibility Form, then your physician must complete Section 6 of the sports physical.  All forms are available 

in the guidance office or on the website at http://www.cbsd.org/holicong/athletics 

 

 
 

Sport Sport Practice Begins 

Girlõs Basketball 11/02/09 

Wrestling 11/09/09 

Boyõs Basketball 01/04/10 

Each morning and afternoon announcements are made via the PA or TV.  

These include extra-curricular activities, upcoming events, and various mes-

sages.  Cancelations of scheduled practices will also be announced.  Routine 

practice schedules can be obtained from the individual coaches/teachers.  They 

are not usually included on the daily announcements.  The schedules for ath-

letic games can be found at www.highschoolsports.net 

 

Please encourage your child to carefully listen to the morn-

ing and afternoon announcements.  For the convenience of 

our parents, we post the announcements on Holicong’s web-

site. 

 

 

Once again Mrs. Ritter is sponsoring an afterschool art club.  All students are invited to 

join!  We meet after school every other Tuesday (or sometimes Thursday) until 4:00 in 

the art room.  Students are able to select their own projects to work on while hanging 

out with friends who share a similar interest in art.  Students may also work on group 

projects as well.  Some projects we have planned include hanging framed student art-

works in the student gallery, creating a mural for the art room, helping with set design 

for the school musical, and helping prepare for the school art show.  If you are inter-

ested in participating in the Art Club, please see Mrs. Ritter for more information. 

http://www.cbsd.org/holicong/athletics


     

 

 

The official totals for the 2009 Relay season are in!  Holicong raised over $32,000 for the Ameri-

can Cancer Society last year.  The grand total for all five buildings was over $247,000.  The six- 

year total is now over $938,000.  This year we look forward to breaking 1 million dollars. 

 

Where does all the money go?  The dollars raised by American Cancer Society fundraisers fall 

into four different categories: advancing career research, improving quality of life, increasing pre-

vention and early detection, and advocacy. 

In terms of patient services, the Cancer Society provides many different programs to those ef-

fected by cancer, and provides them all free of charge.  Some of these include Look Good…Feel 

Better®, a service that teaches women with cancer how to understand and care for changes in 

skin and hair that may occur during treatment.  Another is Hope Lodge®, which provides free 

overnight housing for cancer patients and their families attending treatment.  The AstraZeneca 

Hope Lodge opened its doors in May 2009.  It is estimated that they will provide over $13,000 

nights of free housing annually. 

ACS has made strides in providing mammograms and colorectal cancer screening to people who 

do not have insurance, or for people who have insurance policies that do not cover these proce-

dures. 

 

If you are a 7th grade parent or a parent new to Relay who is interested in learning more about 

what participating in our May 15th Relay for Life would mean for your child, there will be an in-

formational meeting on January 19th at 7pm in the Tohickon Auditorium.  It is a meeting for all 

parents at all five middle schools, but we hope to see many Holicong parents. If you are interested 

in being a parent volunteer for Relay, please e-mail Jill Schmitt at jschmitt@cbsd.org or Kristin 

Ritter at kritter@cbsd.org. 

 

Thank you for all of your contributions of time and money to the American Cancer Society. 

mailto:jschmitt@cbsd.org
mailto:kritter@cbsd.org


The Holicong Parent Council includes all of you! Anyone with a student at Holicong is a member of the Par-

ent Council, so even if you cannot come to the meetings, please go to the Parent Council link on the left side 

of the Holicong home page for updates, and to view the agenda for the following month’s meeting. 

 

Because middle school is such a big time for transitions, the opportunities to stay in touch and get involved 

through Parent Council become more important. Our kids are getting busier, expanding their social circles, 

gaining independence, and you may find there is less communication from them about happenings at school. 

Parent Council is a great way to stay connected, so please try to come to the meetings 

 1. To get information 

  *about happenings at Holicong, 

  *about topics of interest to middle school parents, often from guest speakers 

  *to hear directly from our principal, Mr. Bucher 

 2. To gain insights by staying connected with other parents as well as the school 

 3. To get inspired to get more involved in the Holicong community 

 

Our first Parent Council meeting on September 17th was well attended; thank you to all who came!  A big 

thank you also to all who volunteered by signing up at the meeting as well as by handing in the pink volunteer 

sheets on back to school nights. 

 

The Magazine Drive ran from 9/17 through 10/2. Thank you to those who tabulated orders and counted 

money for our main fundraiser. Results to follow. . . 

 

Box Tops are back and are not just for elementary school! We have raised close to $1,000 for Holicong in pre-

vious years and hope to break past records this year. Have your kids look out for upcoming Box Top collection 

competitions. Thank you to Lisa Edwards and Cynthia Becker for coordinating this fundraising effort. 

 

Conference Night Dinner will take place on Monday November 23, 2009, to provide sustenance for the 

teachers between conferences. Thanks to Tracy Arnold for stepping in as our new coordinator. We still need 

someone to assist her in the coordination of this event, so please let me know if you are interested. Volunteers 

will be contacted in November. 

 

The Dance Food Committee and Chaperones have already been busy with dances on October 2 and Novem-

ber 13. Thank you to Sue Harwood for being our dance chairperson. 

 

Hope to see you at our next meeting on Thursday, November 19, at 9 am. There will not be a meeting in 

December. Meetings will resume in January on the third Thursday of each month through April. 

  

 Thanks!  

  Ann Guidera  guidera5@verizon.net 

mailto:guidera5@verizon.net


Freshman Class Highlights 

 

Holicong’s ninth grade students have a lot to look forward to this year.  Among the many exciting activities, Career Day 

gives the students an opportunity to attend presentations about various career choices.  Professionals from the local com-

munity discuss educational requirements, on-the-job training, and interesting experiences they’ve had in their chosen 

professions.  Many students are able to make connections between their current classes and future careers. This year’s 

career day takes place on January 22. 

 

The ninth grade social studies teachers have created a wonderful assignment.  In class, the students will create children’s 

books.  The beautifully illustrated books tie into the ninth grade Immigration unit, and the stories detail how various eth-

nic groups journeyed to America.  Writers enjoy this experience immensely! 

 

Holicong held its annual Mix-It-Up Day on Tuesday, November 10. Mix-It-Up Day gives students a chance to form new 

friendships.  At lunch, students are put into completely random groups in order to mix-up students from their usual 

friendship groups and enjoy various “getting to know you” games.  It is amazing how many students ask to repeat this 

activity later in the year.  Meeting new people and leaving the comfort zone of familiar faces has proven to be an unex-

pected success.   

 

Mrs. DelRoasaio’s second-year French students have been forging an educational alliance with students from Pierre 

Mendes France, a middle school in Jacob, France.  Their goal is to use the French language in realistic situations such as 

writing letters, e-mails, and video conferencing with webcams!  Connecting the world outside of school to what is 

learned inside our walls is an important strategy that exponentially increases student interest in the subject.  This year 

they will focus on the French and American presidents and their wives. 

 

National History Day showcases the academic talents of our students.  After vigorous research and many strategic plan-

ning meetings with group members, our ninth grade participants compete from the local level all the way to the national 

level!  An interesting fact is that in ninth grade, students participate on a voluntary level, completing the project entirely 

on their on time. 

 

The Ninth Grade Assessment begins as soon as the student return from the holiday break.  As a courtesy to parents, we’d 

like to extend an invitation to join us on either November 19th at 9:00 am or November 24th at 6:15 pm for a parent in-

formational session.  The best way for parents to help students through the rigors of assessment is to have a good under-

standing of the various elements that go into creating great presentations.  Students will present on February 22-24, 

2010. 

 

For some, Freshman Day is the most exciting day in ninth grade.  Students enjoy a group breakfast, watch a movie in the 

auditorium, and spend the day at Fanny Chapman.  In the evening, the students return for a dance.  In order to keep the 

evening as fun and light-hearted as the day, students are discouraged from riding in limousines and spending a lot of 

money on attire.  No dates are necessary. 

 

We hope that you and your students are as excited for the upcoming events as we are. 



Quarter Notes: Musings and Quips from the Music Department 
 

On the Net 
 

 The band, choir and orchestra programs all maintain an online presence to help keep students and parents in-

formed about upcoming rehearsals, performance and activities.  We all have Sharepoint pages (which can be accessed 

through www.cbsd.org, but we also maintain other websites.  Here’s a little bit about how Mr. C, Mrs. DiVasto, Mr. 

Glaser, and Mr. Sanchez are handling their on-line communication: 

 

Band (Mr. C.): As Mr. C’s official Sharepoint page is being constructed, a link can be found there to the cur-

rent band website.  There you can find information about the weekly schedule, upcoming rehearsals, 

SmartMusic, or anything else you might need to know.  Mr. C’s website can be found at this ad-

dress:  http://bands.banddirector.com/holicongband. 

Choir (Mr. Glaser & Mr. Sanchez): Information for 9th grade choir, 8th grade choir and 7th grade performing arts can 

be found at Mr. Glaser’s Sharepoint page.  Information for select choirs is still housed at 

www.themonthlyrobe.wikispaces.com.  There is a link on the upper right hand side of the Sharepoint page that 

will easily take you to this site.    

Orchestra (Mrs. DiVasto) : Mrs. Divasto also communicates through both the Sharepoint page and her website 

www.eaststrings.wikispaces.com.   
 

The After School Shuffle 
 

 Many Holicong students and parents will be dealing with the issue of after-school music rehearsals for the first 

time in November and December as we begin preparing for the Winter Concerts.  Here are some universal items that 

apply to band, choir and orchestra students leading up to the December concerts. 

All students who participate in orchestra, band or 8th or 9th grade choir are expected to attend a couple of after-

school practices to prepare for the concert (2 or 3 practices depending on the group).  This is necessary because 

the students meet in segmented groups during the school day. 

An unexcused absence from one of these rehearsals will result in a 10% drop in the student’s marking period grade.  

This is a universal policy for CB secondary music teachers.   

Students will automatically be marked excused from rehearsals if they are absent from school.  If a student has a 

Holicong sports game, they are also excused.  Students who have a music practice and Holicong sports practice 

on the same day will go to their music practice first, then be dismissed so they can attend the remainder of their 

sports practice.   

Directors will speak in class about other legitimate reasons for being excused from rehearsal.  Students who know 

that they will miss a rehearsal for an excused reason (medical appointment, etc.) need to inform the director well 

in advance via a written note or email.  Late notes are not accepted except in the case of true last-minute emer-

gencies.   

Individual directors will go over the major points of their afterschool rehearsal procedures and policies in class.  

Questions or concerns should be addressed early in the process so that everyone is on the same page.   
 

Concert Time Approaches 
 

November 12th: All orchestras – East “Cluster Concert” @ CB East – 7:30 PM 

November 20th: H-Factor at Peddler’s Village Grand Illumination 

6:15 @ Earl’s Prime 

7:15 @ Tails of the Village 

8:00 @ House of Coffee 

December 10th: Holicong Winter Choral Concert 7:30 PM 

December 17th: Holicong Winter Band Concert 7:30 PM 

December 22nd: Holicong/East Winter Orchestra Concert 7:30 PM (at CB East) 

http://www.cbsd.org
http://bands.banddirector.com/holicongband
http://www.themonthlyrobe.wikispaces.com
http://www.eaststrings.wikispaces.com


Calendar for November 2009 

Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

1 2 3 4 5 6  7 

8 9  10 11 12 13 Dance 

        7:30 pm 

14 

15 16 17 18 Wear Red 
           Day 

19 Parent 
      Council 
      9:00 am 

20 21 

22 23 No School 
 
    Conferences 
 
   Conference 
  Night Dinner 

24 No School 
 
     Conferences 

25 No School 
 
 

26 No School 

   Thanksgiving 
27   No School 28 

29 30  
 

     

Calendar For December 2009 

 Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9  Senior Citizen 
Holiday Breakfast 

10 Winter 

 Choral Concert 

      7:30 pm 

11 12 

13 14 15 16   17 Winter 

 Band Concert 

      7:30 pm 

18 19 

20 21 22 Holicong/East 

     Orchestra 

Concerts (at East) 

       7:30 pm 

 

23 24  No School 25  No School 26 

27 28  No School 29  No School 30  No School 31  No School   

Red Ribbon Week 


